Transmission of HIV via a needlestick injury: practice recommendations and research implications.
1. The majority of occupational exposures to potentially infectious blood and body fluids occur via needlestick injury. The morbidity and mortality from these exposures is significant. 2. Models from Haddon and White can help identify strategies to decrease the probability of needlestick injury. 3. A review of research examining work practices mandated by the Bloodborne Pathogens Standard challenges their effectiveness. Principles identified by Robertson provide insight into why work practices may not prevent needlestick injuries. 4. Engineering controls may be more effective in preventing needlestick injuries. Analysis of type and potential impact of needlestick preventive devices, cost, training requirements, and acceptance is essential in product selection.